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Our Next Meeting:

FHE
June 10th
Immanuel
Lutheran Church
1700 Westport Rd at Bell

6:30 pm Social Time

eW ; 7:00 pm Meeting
Guests: Officers from KCPD ’s

Central Patrol Division

www.volkerkcmo.org

VNA meetings are the SECOND THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH except August and December.

CRIME in MIDTOWN: NO CAUSE FOR PANIC What can you actually do? Well, the
1 Percent change in 2009 in the US rate of vielent crifatker Watch group is

1 +4.4 organizing block watches and bicycle pa-
f Chances that an American believes crime went uptfé’g?}/galrker Watch is on Facebodk
3in4 google it even if you are not a FB partici-

~ ant. Or email Kara Wern %Ilfg@
--Har per 0s Magz?z I}j\l}a eﬁ e

awar'e@qemail.co e)X‘ Volkér
Meeting is June 13.

Despite what statistics may tell us, all it takes for
folks to feel more threatened is a handful of incidents
very close to home. We have certainly experienced th
too-closeto-home feeling this year.

Part of that feeling is due to better and faster intelli-
gence about individual criminal events. | can remem-
ber reading about a violent crime in the paper and
wondering immediately how close it was to my home.
Selfish? Yes, but natural. Now, Volkerites can be in-
formed of incidents in the neighborhood shortly after
they occur and are aware of what activity to watch
out for.

é{ou will also find safety and crime preven-

tion ideas. And | will add my own if a
situation doesndot of ec
anot her way. Dondt wal
western politenes$ this was mentioned at

the LUV vigil a couple of Sundays ago.

Once | was loading luggage for a-gdaawvn
flight and wasnodot payi
surroundings. A man walking up the street
cleared his throat so

But we should avoid the attitude that we are in some He€ got closer, cleared his throat again. The
new epidemic of crime, because statistically that is ~ third time I finally pulled my head out of the

not true, as the following statistics show: back hatchd he was very close. That inci-

KCPD statistics for Central Patrol dent could have gone very differently with
Homicide + 40.0%; Domestic Violence. Assault (AGG)  another kind of person.

+20.6% these have increased substantially & indicateso-L et 6 s have & great sur
cial and financial ills that are difficult to address. .
Rape -24.4%, Robbery (ARM) +0.9%, Robbery (STR) June 19th is the date for the Volker ga-

19.0%, Assault (AGG)7.4% rage sale. VNA will place an ad in the
These are the crime events that neighborhood vigilance apfC Starand put up signs around the
pro-active stance can reduce. periphery of Volker. The rest is up to

Total changes between 2008 & 2009:4.7% you!



mailto:volkeraware@gmail.com
mailto:volkeraware@gmail.com

VNA Meeting NotesteApril 8,
2010

Volker Watch Meeting Venue Change

Beginning in May, meetings of the Volker
Watch neighborhood security and safety
group will be held in the Gathering Place at
Immanuel Lutheran Church, entrance on Bell
Street. This is the same meeting room where
most VNA monthly meetings are held.

Graffitit Removal After Action Report

At 10:00 AM on Saturday, Aprif 3small
bands of volunteers fanned out through

Visitors from Gordon Parks

Executive Director Dean Johnson and kindergarten
teacher Gladys Groves from Gordon Parks Elementary
School presented bagkound on our neighborhood
charter school. Although they are public institutions,
charter schools operate under a different set of stan-
dards from district public schools. They report di-
rectly to the Missouri Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education and are required to be sponsored
by an institution of higher education. In the case of
Gordon Parks, that institution is the University of
Central Missouri. The school also has a neighborhood
sponsor, First Covenant City Church.

The school, named for noted AfricAmerican photog-

Vol ker from their meetrapRetGoftiéhiPaKs, wastfourfdéd sSL$O® dn® rRoSed

Bookstore to clean off several months of accu-
mulated tags on traffic signs, utility poles and
electrical equipment boxes. Using an assort-
ment of sprays, scrubbers, steel wool, rags and
lots of elbow grease, workers cleaned heavily
tagged areas along thé"3Street commercial
corridor, Clark Avenue and Roanoke Road. In
the process, the ornamental planters near the
intersection of 39 and Roanoke received a
coat of fresh paint.

into the former William Volker Elementary School
building in 2000. Mr. Parks took an active interest in
the school during its early days, making several visits
and shooting photographs. In addition, several teach-
ers visited him at his home

in New York City. Dean Johnson noted that Gordon
Parks is a oterrific role
one who overcame a lot of difficulties in pursuit of his
professional achievements. Grade levels from kinder-
garten through fifth grade feature small class size and

Unfortunately, it di dne8phassisgpnanitengngorafcgmmunicgfign skl

sores to start cropping up again on trash con-
tainers and traffic signal boxes. The message
is clear: ridding the neighborhood of this nui-
sance will take more than a otiene or even
twice-yearly campaign. And with reductions
to city services included in the budget ap-

port from that direction, even to the extent of
cleaning supplies. One thing that would help
in future cleanups is paint to paint over, not
remove, graffiti on metal street light stan-
chions and utility poles.

If you have questions about
real estate taxes, personal property taxes,
or any issue related to Jackson County
government, call

Scott Burnett

Your Jackson County Legislator

3881-3076

scott(@sgbcommunications.com

‘e -
Because the curriculum is geared to the needs of ar? at
risk population, most students are transported in from
outside the neighborhood.

mo

: Mor e of Everything at New
proved in March, we canafyexpect much sSUp-

More space. More vendors. More of the sustainably

grown, mostly organic produc

from this group of urban agriculturists. Plus baked

goods and cut fl ower s. That
fromthe WestportP| aza Famer s6 Mar ket

look forward to. The market begins its fourth season
in Volker on Wednesday, May'&t a new location,
Westport Road and Wyoming Street, provided by Im-
manuel Lutheran Church. The operation continues
through the summer Wednesdays from 47360 PM.
Stop by, treat yourself and family to some wholesome
treats for the table and give a listen to the changing
squads of musicians who entertain while you shop
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Grass and Gas = Bad News
by Diane Capps / North Area Rep
Did you know that a gapowered lawnmower City Approves Grant for Dance in the Park
spews out more carbon (CO2) emissions
in an hour than an automobile does after travelinghe City of Kansas City Neighborhood and
340 miles?T h agbod snough reason to switch Community Services Department has approved
Volker Neighborhood Association (VNA) to re-

from using a gasoline mower to either an electric” . ) .
ceive a grant for reémbursable expepses associ-

orabatteryoper ated oneee. . Ofoqyfhn i dnfubl DdNE I fid Park event.

, . Approval for the $5,000 grant came in a May 6 e
A couple of years ago, | invested in a battery  mgj to VNA President Pamela Gilford and re-
operated mower which | dearly love! Not only  quires signing a contract with the city for the
does it not pollute the aif it is also lighter award to be processed. As event sponsor, VNA
weight, quieter, and iatmingteretise reitnbursemengprodess orex- g a s
and oil. Nor does it require tungps like a gas penses incurred by professional performance
mower does. The battery in the mower weighs companies such as City in Motion Dance Theater
about 15 Il bs. and t ak eP¥ssianganq other gquinnenhpfowders. wo r t h
electricity to recharge. The mower will run about™0r the past 10 years, Dance in the Park has
an hour on a chargemore than enough time to g:]an/]r; gg?&fgg';fet;ufigie[‘;’;; gfznf‘?gz ;"’gk
mow most of our small midtown lawns. (My gram of dance performances by local and regional
daughter and | actually argue over who gets to

organizations in a variety of genres from folk and
mow the lawn!) OR and | almost forgot::the ot nnic to classical ball et

mower starts at the p Udylnceaain Ras rBctghidedtie signiticdhee ofd 0 N
have to pull your arm out of its socket trying to Dance in the Park as a cultural icon and an event

start i1t!! | -bpergtad lawrs o otlgatl steengthdnsaiés tangong the four great
mower so you will find nedcwhbeshoodsMitnheati suar der
ton brand mower from YsadMs.gdosd KC Mower Cen-

ter in Waldo.) "Dance in the Park" is scheduled for Saturday,

September 11th. City in Motion Dance Theater
will be seekin

~ : volunteer and financial support
But hereds anGetridefyoura | tfr%rﬁ dl tﬁetsgrrguﬁding neighborhoods includ-

gras8 or at least a lot bfas | have done and am g \olker, Roanoke, Valentine, West Plaza and
still doing! Most Americans are of the mindset  coleman Highlands.

that they must have a walb-wall impeccable
weedfree lawn. Unfortunately, this requires
regular mowing, watering and lots of chemi-
calgi none of which is good for the environ-
ment!

A local organization calleéood Not Lavins &
www.foodnotlawnskc.or@ advocates growing
food instead of grass. Squdoet gardening is & %%
concept that has been around for awhile in &%
which no tilling or digging is required as plantd 2 R
are grown in raised beds. Go to HONEYSUCKLE WARRIOR%om Volker
www.squarefootgardening.com to learn more.  and Roanoke neighborhoods show their spirit

This is a great conc e pduringhdneydudkd eradicatibPetfortsindR¥aE MU C
room for a vegetable garden. Another great noke Park May 22nd and 23rd. Look for a profile
source for beginning gardeners is Kansas City in the JulyWoker Newbout a group developing
Community Gardens: www.kccg.org or 8281 plans to restore the park to some of its former

3877. glory.
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2010 VNA Calendar
VNA Events

Spring Neighborhood-Wide Garage Sale—June 19
Dance in the Park - September 11

Dates to be determined:

Fall Dumpster Day
Fall Neighborhood-Wide Garage Sale

VNA Meeting Schedule
Meetings are 2° Thursday of the month.

January 14 June 10
February 11 July 8

March 11 September 9
April 8 October 14
May 13 November 11

(No meeting in August or December.)

Home Upkeep Help Available from City

Free Paint available for eligible City homeowners

Warmer weather signals the start of many thirdgsne

of which is the KCMO Paint Program.

0This program gives eligible
required work to properly prepare a home to be

painted, highgual ity exterior paint
Bob Jackson, manager of the Property Preservation Di-
vision of the Housing and Community Development
Program. ¢

Call 8165133025.

The Paint Program application is now available online

as a fillable form ahttp://www.kcmo.org/CKCMO/
Depts/Housing/PaintProgram/index.htm

Emergency Home Repair Program to start accepting

<

ice-president@volkerna.org
Southeast Area Reps

Treasurer Jeff Lewis
Steve Davis 931-5632
753-6559 repl-SE@volkerna.org

treasurer@volkerna.org

Manuel Lopez

Your Volunteer VNA Board Members applications Eligible homeowners who are in urgent
Eiasgiﬁgrtd B\:r?]r;hetAe:;ea Reps need of roofing, plumbing, electrical and m_echanicgl
031-3932 561-1492 work can apply for the program. For more information
president@volkema.org rep1-N@volkerna.org or to request an application, call 83633025. The
Vice-President Diane Capps Emergency Home Repair application is now available
Michelle Rogers e N@volkernaorg online as a fillable form dittp://www.kcmo.org/idc/

groups/public/documents/housing/002535.pdf

Printing provided by the

Secretary 931-6192
open s

Southwest Area Reps Nelghborhood and
Membership Dean Darnell Communlty Services
Rick Leidig 531-6548
9414203 11, Department
membership @volkerna.org Andy Samur

931-5335

Become a member of VNA!
Membersihip " .

Volker Neighborhood Association We would like to encourage
residents and businesses in the
community to join the Volker

Tame Floase Choek Neighborhood Association.
Membership Type
Address Individual, $15 VNA WebS|te
i stae |7 S, P www. volkerkcmo.org
Senior Adult, $10
meuseno, saopervorws | Register on the main page of the
member (minimum . . .
$20) website to receive reminder
Fhane emails about meetings.
E-mnail Total enclosed:
Wl Thock pavable I VNA Facebook
Tam interested in working on Volker projects :filglgoer:NeighhuthDd ASS0- VNA also has a Facebook page.
—— Just search for “Volker Neighbor-
MAIL TO: Rick Leidig . . h
945wy, 42" Street, Kansas City, MO 64111 hood Association”. Become a
Support our pelg hborhood By jolning todal, Take part in shaping Vollker's future. fan!
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